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Your All Retirees Newsletter 
 

 

                 2019 
 
 
 
It is the festive time of year for shopping and gift giving.  As I have gone more 
and more laps around the sun (that is what I like to say instead of getting older), 
I have learned to stress less about finding the “perfect” gift, because the perfect 
gifts that are good every year that keep on giving are: 
 

Your Word 
Your Smile 

and 
Your Time 

 
These gifts are free yet priceless. 
   
Your Word: People with good intentions make promises, but people with good 
character keep them. 
 
Your Smile: A smile is a spiritual perfume you spray on others. Everyone near 
you benefits from it.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 
Your Time:  People with purpose, goals and visions have no time for drama.  
They invest their energy in creativity and focus on living a positive life. 
 
Sending Christmas blessings to you and your families during this wonderful time 
of year. 
 

Marilyn Montoya 
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SJAER luncheons are at 11:30 a.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month.  Sept-April luncheons are at Court 
Street Catering, in the CATE Center at 301 N. Court Ave. in Farmington. In May, the luncheon is a potluck 
at the Farmington Gateway Museum.  SJAER does not meet June–August.  The luncheon price remains 
at $13.00, payable at the door.  If you write a check, make it out to SJAER. 
 
Reservations must be made for the luncheon:   To make it easy to reserve for the next month, there is a 
reservation sheet that you sign as you walk in the door.  If you miss a luncheon/meeting, simply call 
PHYLLIS MEIER at 505-320-7536 or email her at meierp12@gmail.com to make your reservation.  The 
reservation deadline is by noon on the Monday 8 days prior to the meeting.  The May meeting (the 
potluck at the Farmington Gateway Museum), does not require a reservation or the $13.00 fee.  Instead, 
bring a side dish (and possibly a friend who might become a future member!). 
 
Please note:  Because of losing money in the past (paying for meals prepared in advance that weren’t 
eaten due to absences), we will bill those who make a reservation and don’t show up to pay for their 
reserved lunch.  We know “things come up,” and “life happens,” so you can avoid this bill if you call or 
email PHYLLIS MEIER to cancel your reservation.  Cancellation deadline is 9:00 am the day before 
the meeting.  Also, if you forget to reserve a meal or are on a strict diet and unable to eat with us, you are 
certainly welcome to attend the meeting and program, without eating.  We look forward to seeing you 
each month. 

 
RESERVATION DEADLINES 

Next Meeting Date:  Tuesday, January 14 Reserve by noon, Monday, January 6th 
 Cancel by 9:00 am, Monday, January 13th 
 

Lavon Hamblin gets the free lunch this month! 
To qualify for the free lunch (a delicious meal prepared for us by Edward Gurrola and his Culinary Arts 
class at Court Street Catering where we meet), all you have to do is attend a meeting, sign in, win the 
“lottery ball” drawing, and then attend the NEXT meeting where you will receive your delicious meal for 
free. It is that simple. 

 

                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

We collect funds and donate to two local worthy causes:  1) a college scholarship for a local student preparing 
to become a teacher, and 2) the ECHO Food Bank “Backpack for Kids” program (providing assistance for 
needy elementary students).  Two donation baskets are on the sign-in table as you walk in the door.  Any 
extra money that you can toss in the baskets as you pay for lunch will be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you! 
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Christmas Carol Fun 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

NAME THAT TUNE 
The initials are the first letters of each word which begins a Christmas song.  Name the song.  

(Answers on page 7 of this newsletter.) 
 

1.  HYAMLC     8.   OHNTSAABS 
2. TFNTADS     9.   IDOAWCJLTOIUTK 
3. ICUAMC     10.  WWYAMCWWYAMC 
4. SNHNAICAIB    11.  FTSWAJHS 
5. DTHWBOHFLLLLLLLL   12.  JBJBJBR 
6. JTTWTLHC     13.  WCISWLTR 
7. HTHASGTTNK    14.  FNFNFNPAYF 

 

MATCH THE CHRISTMAS SONG TITLES 
Draw a line from the song on the left to the same song on the right. 

 
Allow Frozen Precipitation to Commence   Twelve Days of Christmas 
Colorless Yuletide         All I Want for Christmas is my Two Front Teeth 
Brownish Seed Vesicated in a Conflagration   Deck the Halls 
Righteous Darkness      Walking in a Winter Wonderland 
Arrival Time: 2400 Hours; Weather: Cloudless  Away in a Manger 
Loyal Followers Advance     Little Drummer Boy 
Far Off in a Feeder      Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire 
Array the Corridors      What Child is This 
Bantam Male Percussionist     O Holy Night 
Monarchical Triad      O Come All Ye Faithful 
Nocturnal Noiselessness     Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
Jehovah Deactivate Blithe Chevaliers   We Three Kings 
Red-attired Man En Route to Borough   It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
Proceed and Enlighten on the Pinnacle   Silent Night 
The Quadruped with the Vermillion Proboscis  Joy to the World 
Query Regarding Identity of Descendent   Santa Claus is Coming to Town 
Delight for this Planet      God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 
Give Attention to the Melodious Celestial Being  Tell it on the Mountain 
The Dozen Festive 24 Hour Intervals    Let it Snow, Let it Snow, Let it Snow 
Ambulating in Frozen Enchantment    White Christmas 
Singular Yearning for the Twin Anterior Incisors  Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer 
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SAN JUAN ASSOCIATION OF EDUCATIONAL RETIREES 

        
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Financial Report for Nov 2019  
Laura Busch, Treasurer 

DATE CK# EXPLANATION PURPOSE EXPENSES DEPOSIT BALANCE 

  Beginning balance    $3507.23 

11/12/19 3237 Court St Catering Lunch 330.00  3177.23 

11/12/19  Deposit Dues  20.00 3197.23 

11/12/19  Deposit Back Packs  20.00 3217.23 

11/12/19  Deposit Scholarship  24.00 3241.23 

11/12/19  Deposit Lunch  283.00 3524.23 

10/10/19  Deposit Dues  170.00 3694.23 

  TOTALS  $330.00 $517.00  

  Cash $70.00    $3764.23 
 

 
  

Membership Report 

   Months Paid State Local 
September 15 31 
October 5 4 
November 4 1 
December  2 
January   
February   
March   
April   
May   
August 13 44 

Total 37 82 

December Birthdays 
Schmidt, Victoria P      12/3 
Kittell, Wilda Janet     12/6 
Hines, Mary Brenda 12/8 
Gonzales, Mona G 12/12 
Dragony, Jodi 12/18 
Overlin, Zelith M 12/20 
Cooper, Frances 12/21 
Dye, Diann 12/21 
Garner, Valeria 12/22 
Johnston, Joyce K. 12/23 
Lasley, Teresa G 12/24 
Weaver, Emma             12/25 
Fisher, Suzanne M 12/26 
Dunn, Nancy E 12/29 
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MINUTES OF THE SJAER EXECUTIVE BOARD: November 12, 2019 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Marilyn Montoya at 10:50.  The minutes of the October meeting, as 
they appeared on pages 4 and 5 of the November YARN, were approved after a motion to do so was made by Karen 
Ransom and a second by Nancy Tyson. Additionally, the treasurer's report for October as shown on page 3 of the 
November YARN was approved after a motion by Nancy Tyson and a second by Rod Conover.  
 
Caroline McDonald reported get-well-cards were sent to Emma Weaver and Marilyn Montoya. (Marilyn was 
presiding over the meeting and looking terrific, so the card must have aided in her recovery.)  Sympathy cards were 
sent to the families of Ray Horvath, Madeliene Coffey, and Mr. and Mrs. Bill Cawood.  
 
Phyllis reported that from all the emails sent out to new county retirees (except no list was ever obtained from 
CCSD), there has not been any new members acquired.  The SJAER booth manned by Phyllis and Laura (they were 
the go-getters) had several persons stop by;  however, no new members were recruited. 
 
Joan Lewis reported the scholarship applications had been given to Dr. Vitali, who is in charge of student teachers 
through UNM. As of yet, no applications have been received. 
 
Other items discussed: Possibility of purchasing leftover meals (meals that were planned for and retiree did not 
show up at luncheon) at a reduced cost. Purging of membership list from over 1200 retirees listed to only those who 
have actually paid local dues during the last 3 years. 
 
MINUTES OF THE SJAER GENERAL MEETING:  November 12, 2019 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Marilyn Montoya at 11:35. Marilyn welcomed everyone and asked 
for veterans to stand and be recognized and thanked for their service.  She also led the pledge and offered a blessing 
for the meal.  Marilyn had placed Thanksgiving/turkey trivia conversation starters at each place setting.  They 
provided lots of fun, interesting little tidbits of information and conversation. 
 
There is a legislative update in the YARN.  Please read it. Our healthcare costs will continue to rise if we don't 
contact our legislatures and encourage them to support Retiree Health Care Authority recommendations. 
 
Marilyn asked for volunteers to establish a nominating committee to present candidates for next year's SJAER 
officers. 
 ****Marie Chavez (current secretary) spoke up to reemphasize the need for volunteers to fill vacated 
positions for next year.  Positions that need to be filled are President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 
Assistant Treasurer.  It's not that these positions are difficult or extremely time consuming.  It's just the fact that 
others need the opportunity to become involved.  A common excuse is "I travel.”  We can work around your travel 
plans.  All of the current officers are willing to support and help out if needed.  Please give some serious thought to 
this matter.   
 
Melissa Salyers, owner of K-9 Castle, spoke of Pet Pals which is an organization that trains therapy dogs. These 
specially trained dogs are taken to hospital waiting rooms, nursing homes, schools, and wherever there is a need for 
the comfort of a loving dog. She said often times troubled students will talk or read to a dog whereas they may be 
reluctant to interact with a human.  Pet Pals also works with the Boys and Girls Club. 
 
Another delicious meal was served by the students of Court Street Catering.  It's a pleasure to be giving these 
students "on-the-job" training. 
 

Respectfully submitted: Marie Chavez    
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Luncheon Programs, 2019-2020 

Marilyn Montoya and Karen Morrison, Program Co-Chairs 

Date Guest Speaker Program Topic 
September 10 JoAnn Clifford Farmington Seed Savers 
October 8 Jamie Church Farmington Chamber of Commerce 
November 12 Melissa Salyers Training Treatment Dogs 
December 10 Robyn Woodard Christmas Program 
January 14 Delbert Anderson San Juan Jazz Society 
February 11 Harriett Tubman Harriett Tubman 

March 10 Shana Reeves Farmington Parks & Rec. Dept. 
April 14 Tina White Golf One (for youth) 

May 12 No guest speaker.  Meet at Museum No program.  BBQ Potluck 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In Remembrance 
Prepared by Karen Ransom, Membership Co-chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Month of 
Donation 

Scholarship 
Donation 

Backpack 
Donation 

September 30.00 24.00 
October 25.00 22.00 
November 24.00 20.00 
Total 79.00 66.00 

Member Name Date of Passing Member Name Date of Passing 
Viola Utton 05/23/19 Robert Hokom 08/31/19 
Alexis Lubchenco 05/28/19 Helen Ann Smith 10/17/19 
Wendall Hendricks 06/15/19 Alfirio Maestas 10/20/19 
Elizabeth Taylor 06/27/19 Delories Coffey 10/22/19 
Michael Casselberry 07/15/19 Raymond Horvath 11/02/19 
Gene Hamilton 07/25/19 Sandra Young 11/02/19 
Philomena Abeyta 08/10/19 Marjorie Smith 11/17/19 
Woody Lee 08/25/19 Helen Martin 11/24/19 
John Hobaugh 08/26/19   
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ANSWERS TO “NAME THAT TUNE” 
(from page 3) 

1. Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas  
2. The First Noel  
3. It Came Upon a Midnight Clear  
4. Silent Night  
5. Deck the Halls  
6. Joy to the World  
7. Hark the Herald Angels Sing  
8. O Holy Night  
9. I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas  
10. We Wish You a Merry Christmas  
11. Frosty the Snowman  
12. Jingle Bell, Jingle Bell, Jingle Bell Rock  
13. What Child is This?  
14. Felix Navidad 
 

 

 

 

 

FRIENDS: PLEASE BE CAREFUL! 
Yesterday I went to a Christmas party where I 
had a few beers, followed by a few cocktails, 
followed by a few shots, etc. Fortunately, I had 
the sense to know that I was over the limit. 
That’s when I decided to do what I have never 
done before. I took a cab home. Sure enough, 
there was a police roadblock on the way home, 
but since it was a cab, they waved it past. I 
arrived home safely without incident. This was 
both a great relief and a surprise because I had 
never driven a cab before. I don’t even know 
where I got it, and now that it is in my garage, 
I don’t know what to do with it. 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 
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The End, for Now 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


