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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT September 2025

It’s September and we think of school starting, but students have been in classrooms for
nearly a month! I set up a recruiting table at the new teacher orientation in Bloomfield and
handed out little flyers to everyone telling all about our wonderful organization. I wasn’t
surprised that I got very little response or interest but I stayed at my display table until the break
hoping a few might come talk to me, but not one even came to get the chocolate I had set out.
As I sat there listening to the various district admins addressing the new staff, I reminisced
about the 43 years of my school starting assemblies. I thought about my first one in a small
school in Rio Hondo, Texas. I actually was hired to fill the coaching position of my former
coach, mentor, and friend. Big shoes to fill! I was nervous but fairly confident that I could do
the job and she was there to help. My next school was even smaller graduating around 35
seniors. Those were interesting in-service days as I taught in multiple departments which made
it hard to coordinate the meetings. In Aztec, we called those opening sessions Rah Rah Days
where along with the standard agenda, we welcomed the new staff and recognized those that
had reached teaching milestones of 10, 15, 20, 25, 30 years and higher if we had any. I was
always in awe of those that had reached the 25 and 30+ years and thought I would never get
there. But I did! And although I retired in May of 2019 with 30 years in Aztec District, I came
back in August to the Rah Rah Day to receive my service award. For the most part, I enjoyed
my teaching career and am proud of my accomplishments and the many lives I touched, but I
am so glad to be retired!! I am looking forward to serving this wonderful group of retired
educators and doing what I can to help SJAER grow and become a stronger organization.

Maybe in 20 years or so, some of those Bloomfield educators will join us!!

Debbie Klein,
SJAER President
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It’s September! Time to pay our
annual dues. While we are at it,
let’s ask a friend to join. Our
monthly meetings of delicious food,
interesting guest speakers, and
lively companionship are always a
treat. SJAER is open to all
educational retirees in San Juan
County.
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2025-2026 MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name

Social Security

Address
City

State

County
Zip Code
Phone #

E-Mail Address

Birthday

Would you like to receive a reminder call before
each meeting? NO YES

_____ I hereby authorize the Educational Retirement
Board to deduct NMAER state dues from my
retirement check in the amount of $2.50 a month.
understand this authorization makes me a continuing
member of the association and can be canceled only
by a written notice from me.

___ Already on automatic state dues.
_$30.00 enclosed for annual state dues.
____$10.00 enclosed for annual local dues.
_____$5.00 non-retired member dues
Signature of Retiree

Date:

Make checks payable to SJAER.
Mail to: SJAER Membership Chair, Phyllis
Meier, 3305 N. Cochiti, Farmington, NM 87401 i

(Dues are Not tax deductible)
Sponsored by  Phyllis Meier
Unit Sponsored by _ San Juan AER




September Program
Jamie Church, CEO of the
Farmington Chamber of Commerce,

considers herself to be a
“Connector”. Join us at
No Worries to learn what she

connects and how.
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2025/2026 Membership Report
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SJAER Volunteer Hours
For NMAER 2024-2025

2025 - 2026 Meeting Dates

General Membership
meetings are held at
11:30am on the
274 Tuesday of the month
at No Worries Sports Bar
and Grill. Please mark
your calendars.
September 9, 2025
October 14, 2025
November 11, 2025
December 9, 2025
January 14, 2026
February 10, 2026
March 10, 2026
April 14, 2026
May 12, 2026 - Picnic

Name Hours
Volunteer Annual Report Debbie Klein 2312
As you can see from the accompanying Marilyn Montoya | 580
chart, our Unit contributed 4,890 hours Kathy Martin 18
of volunteer work in our community this Karen Morrison 207
past academic year. These hours have Trish Murphy 2225
been reported to NMAER, and will be Phyllis Meier 180
recognized at the State Convention in Nancy Tyson 160
September. .. Susan Kannard 144
As a congratulatory note, this is more Constance Riggie | 128
hours than we reported last year, as well Aida Estrada 50
as the year before. Let’s keep up the Rebecca Hunter =
good work! We truly change the world, Kerry Meier Al
one hour at a time! Victoria Schmidt 40
PS: If you are unable to attend monthly Jim Conyers T
meetings, you can report your volunteer Sarah Menapace.
hours at: trishshsh@live.com Walker 135
2024-2025 Volunteer Cor.m|e.AIIey 12
Month Hours Lori Knight 3
September 270 Unit Total 4890
October 166
November 260
December 320
January 186 \BIREI'HMYS
February 171 \;r HIS MONTH
March 285 SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
April 270 HAMILTON, DELORES 9/11
Summer, and 2694 | 'MISZKIEL, COLLEEN M o/13
some annual reports
Total for 2024-25 4890 MARTIN, KATHLEEN 9/17
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Treasurer’s Report
Our treasurer reports
a balance of $2333.73
in our account and
$616.50 in our
scholarship fund.
Funds from the
monthly drawing go
into the scholarship
fund.

There are no
outstanding bills at
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San Juan Association of Educational Retirees Board Meeting
July 20, 2025, 11 a.m., No Worries Sports Bar & Grill
I. Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 11:03 a.m. Following board members were
present: Debbie Klein, Marilyn Montoya, Phyllis Meier, Kathy Marten, Susan Kannard, Trish
Murphy, Diane Cook
I1. Approval of Agenda: Marilyn made the motion to approve the agenda; Phyllis seconded;
motion passed unanimously.
ITI. Approval of Previous Minutes: Trish made the motion to approve previous minutes; Kathy
seconded; motion passed unanimously.
IV. Treasurer’s Report: Susan reported $616.15 in scholarship fund; overall balance is
$2333.73.
V. Unfinished Business
A. State Convention: Debbie Klein and Karen Morrison will attend as delegates. During
discussion, Marilyn ask if members could attend convention as delegates via zoom. Debbie
said she would check with Russell Goff.
B. 501 (¢) (3) Process: A dissolution clause is needed for our constitution. Debbie
recommends removing the Standing Committee and adding the dissolution clause, which
will be Article 6. The Board recommends adding a sentence to use Robert’s Rules of Order
to the constitution.
Marilyn made the motion to accept the board recommendation to delete the Standing
Committee from the constitution, add the dissolution clause which will name an education
entity to receive funds available at the time; Susan seconded; motion passed unanimously.
C. Bylaws Review:
1. The Board discussed changing Article 1 to name our organization, SJAER,
and Article II listed as Membership. Marilyn recommended the Bylaws be amended
to reflect the following: Article 1, name of organization; Article Il Membership, and
the remaining articles and their numerical designation will be revised accordingly.
2. Changes to Membership 2.2 to include an online banking service.
3. Changes to Membership 2.3 to add statement to reflect constitution.
4. Article III: no changes
5. Article IV 4.8: Debbie suggests adding a statement to clarify meeting times during the
year.
6. Article V: Standing Committee; 5.2, delete pre-retirement sentence; 5.3,
reword in memoriam section; 5.4, scholarship; add 5.5 - publicity committee to
include Yarn, Website, and social media.
7. Article VI: Election
8. Article VII: ok
9. Article VIII: Board recommends reviewing Bylaws every 3-5 years.
10. Article IX: Board determines that Article IX be moved to Article I1.
D. Recruiting: Debbie has contacted Aztec, Bloomfield, Central Consolidate and Farmington
Schools to set up recruitment opportunities.
VI. New Business
A.. Member Directory: Marilyn made the motion to publish a unit directory; Trish
seconded; motion passed unanimously.
B. Other Items from the Floor: none
VII: Reports: none
VIII: Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 1:05 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Diane S. Cook, secretary



Trish Murphy

Unit Member of 2021

Member Spotlights

Who doesn’t love a middle school librarian? The person who guided students like us to all
those books and led us to the ones to find a fantasy, a book about someone famous or a
career path. It might have been a junior high librarian but this month we are recognizing and
honoring Trish Murphy retired librarian at Heights Middle School.

Trish was born May 19, in Clayton, NM and got her BS at NM Highlands and her Master of
Library Science at Indiana University. She enjoys traveling and in addition to Sedona and
Santa Fe she has traveled Internationally to Bulgaria, a country that is in some ways similar
to Navajo Reservation land and where beer is cheaper than water. Also, mainly in Prague
the capital city the Czech Republic where there are castles and so much medieval
architecture...and if you order a hamburger for lunch, you get bread with “ham,” not ground
beef!

Trish’s hobbies include walking, reading, sewing and family activities. She was the editor of
the YARN for many years and still connects with the FHS class in charge of printing each
issue, and making it available at our meetings for those who enjoy reading a paper copy.

Karen Morrison
Unit Member of 2025

Born in Long Beach, California, the beach was her first “home.” Sitting on the sandy shore or jumping waves
was always a favorite pastime with family and later school friends. She was born November 6, but doesn’t
really connect with the 1st Tuesday of the month being election day for federal, state & local officials.

Karen got her BA in English and Journalism at Utah State University in Logan, Utah...after “flunking out” of
Brigham Young University. She didn't realize (huh?) you have to attend classes even though you're working
40 hours a week to pay tuition, room and board, or you will get disenrolled.

She was hired to teach English and Speech at Salida High School in Colorado, before earing a Master’s
Degree in School Counseling and Clinical Mental Health at Adams State College. Karen completed two
Counseling Internships, first at Fort Lewis College then Montezuma Cortez High School, then was hired as
school counselor in Shiprock at Atsa Biyaazh Community School, and Northwest HS. One year later, she
was hired at Tibbetts Junior High/Middle School and later Rocinante High before she retired.

Singing in Caliente Community Chorus has allowed Karen to travel the world...Ireland twice, Scotland,
Greece, ltaly, Germany, Austria, Turkey, Spain, Bratislava, Czech Republic, Switzerland and she has
traveled to sing in New York City twice; Avery Fisher Hall in the Lincoln Center and in Carnegie
Hall. She has sailed up the Danube River with her favorite cousins and also the Mississippi River.
In addition to travel, Karen’s hobbies include reading and posting food photos on Facebook...really!

Tales of a Teacher -

anecdotes by Susan Kannard

I remember one time when...

There was a long Uine of third graders at my desk waiting for me to chéck off thelr writing progress. A
relatively new student came wp to the opposite side and asked if she could go to the bathroom, t veplied that
she could go. She looked at me plaintively and repeated, “But Miss Susan, | really need to go.” t satd, “You
are free to go to the bathroom; You don't need a pass; just go.” She relaxed, gave a sigh of relief and proceededt
to go right there next to my desk!l Thank goodness for a caring nurse with extra clothes, a custodian with

kitty litter, and a class of empathetic students

Help Debbie create the YARNI

Do you have a touching, amusing, unforgettable story of
your teaching days? Want to share them with us? Just
deliver your anecdote to Debbie and she will put it in the
YARN for all of us to enjoy! You can write it and give it
to her at a meeting, you can email it to her at
aztecnana@gmail.com, or you can call her up and tell her
your story at 505-330-4631. I’'m sure each one of you
have at least one storv vou can share.
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In Memoriam Summer 2025

Margaret Lynne “Peggy” Brown. 4/6/50 —4/11/25. Bloomfield. Drove a school bus.

Nuna “Nihi Ma” Talk. 1/22/50 —4/27/25. Shiprock. Business Manager at Bureau of Indian Education in
Shiprock for over 30 years.

Bobbie Jean (Visage) Crowley. 9/5/33 —5/2/25. Farmington. Taught elementary school in Farmington and
area schools, and even helped teach some parents who could not read. SJAER member.

Alice Delores Bates. 6/13/29 — 5/4/25. Shiprock. Started as dorm matron at San Juan Boarding School and then
Shiprock Boarding School; acquired teaching degree to became an educator teaching children with special needs at
Central Consolidated Schools for 20 years. SJAER member.

John Elsworth Scoville. 6/8/48 —5/5/25. Aztec. Worked 15 years with the Aztec School District.

Donald Frank Hobbs. 9/23/36 — 5/10/25. Farmington. Dedicated 30 years to teaching at Tibbetts and Hermosa
junior high schools. SJAER member.

Peter Roy Stokely. 11/7/32 —5/12/25. Shiprock. Taught physical education at the old Valley Elementary
School and served as an athletic coach; was an Army veteran & rancher. SJAER member.

Mary Ann Deal. 11/4/24 —5/13/25. Farmington. Worked as a cook for the Dolores, Colorado Schools.

Carl Anthony Crocfer. 12/24/45 — 5/14/25. Farmington. Dedicated school teacher, mentor, guide and steady
influence in the lives of many students.

Norman Danny Sherwood. 1944 —5/27/25. Farmington. Taught, and coached cross country and basketball, at
Shiprock Junior High and Shiprock High School, 1968 — 1975.

Christine Marie Spears. 7/18/49 — 5/27/25. Aztec. Taught P.E. and Special Ed., and coached track & field,
volleyball and basketball at Koogler Middle School, 1988 —2007. SJAER member.

Judy Carolyn Calcote. 7/9/45 — 5/28/25. Flora Vista. Worked at Farmington Municipal Schools for at least 10
years; instrumental in developing the Medicaid Reimbursement Program, later becoming Assistant to the
Coordinator. Quote from colleague: “she was one firecracker of a lady who taught me so much. There was not a
kinder, more dependable person than Judy.” SJAER member.

Jimmie Fisher. 6/22/38 -- 6/12/25. Aztec. Served on Aztec School Board, and many other organizations.

Thomas Craig Frost. 2/19/47 — 6/12/25. Farmington, After retiring from Farmington Police, became a
substitute teacher at Central Consolidated Schools and taught JROTC there.

Robbin Lynn Briggs. 9/29/63 — 6/19/25. Bloomfield. Worked as preschool teacher and director of La Petite
Academy for 20 years; also worked as early childhood educator at PMS for 10 years.

Manuel P Candelaria. 12/24/30 — 8/21/25. Farmington. Retired from FMS. SJAER member.

Sylvia Ann Ashley. 1/1/45 —6/27/25. Shiprock. Elementary School Principal at Central Consolidated Schools;
Educational Specialist at FMS; School Principal with the BIA; worked at Navajo Technical College.

Romelia Mendoza Zapata. 6/7/40 — 6/28/25. Kirtland. Cook for the local school district. SJAER member.

JoAnne Cisneros-West. 19377 —7/12/25. Farmington. School counselor in Albuquerque and with Farmington
schools; later worked with grades K-4 in Beclabito. SJAER member.

Mildred Cleora Maitlen. 4/17/38 —7/15/25. Kirtland. Worked as a cook in Central Consolidated Schools.

James Ray Owen. 12/2/46 —8/2/25. Four Corners Area. Worked for the Navajo Nation for 12 years before
becoming professor of Economics at Prairie View A & M and Midwestern State University, both in Texas.

John Arthur Ahlm, II. 8/1/46 — 8/4/25. Farmington. Head teacher at Largo Canyon and Gobernador Schools.

John David Jaquez. 9/10/60 — 8/5/25. Farmington. Dedicated over 20 years to Farmington schools in the
grounds department, especially excelling in sprinkler maintenance and lawns. SJAER member.

Elsa Iwana. 2/28/67 — 8/6/25. Farmington. She was a dedicated teacher whose passion shown brightly.

Dolores Gabaldon. 8/24/48 — 8/8/25. Worked as a clerk at the Albuquerque Evening Night School.

Mary Alice Woods Vaught. 11/28/37 — 8/10/25. Farmington. Taught school in Orlando FI, Punxsutawney PA,
and Orange CA. (Side notes: was born at home; worked for National Park Service after teaching)

Genevieve Yazzie. 7/10/53 —8/13/25. Bloomfield. Worked for Navajo Nation Head Start for 10 years; worked
at Childhaven for 15 years. SJAER member.

Elizabeth “Liz” Nadine Hoza. 4/8/80 — 8/25/25. Farmington. Current math teacher at FMS and a vital part of
the credit recovery program. Formerly taught math at Rocinante HS; Dearly loved by students and staff alike; from
a FB post: For students “she was their light, their hope, their inspiration, their safe haven.”




San Juan Regional Medical Center Corporation Meeting July 30, 2025
by Jim Conyers

Prior to the meeting Sonja Crum made a presentation about the renovation of the Childbirth Center which
was recently completed. It has received a “Baby Friendly” designation and also many positive commendations.

Following the presentation, the meeting was called to order by chairperson, Sara Kaynor. The minutes of the
previous meeting were approved. Megan Cullip, representing Basin Good Neighbor Foundation, was approved as a
new member of the Board. She replaced Rick Quevado who had previously resigned.

Dr. David Devitre, Chief of Staff, discussed new staff members. They include Acadia Paine, MD, Internal
Medicine; Amanda Colyer, PA, Urology; Rosalyn Womack, DO, Psychiatric; Benjamin Holley, FNP, MSN, Ear,
Nose and Throat; C Scott Goldhorpe, DO, Orthopedics; Grade Boffoe, MD, Internal Medicine; Tanner Foster, PA-C,
Orthopedics.

Jason Rounds, CEO, reported that the Hospital is preparing for an Audit. They expect it to be a clean Audit.
He also discussed the Strategic Plan for 2025-2026.

The SJRMC Auxiliary has The Jewelry sale is planned for October 16 & 17, 2025. The Gift Market has
grossed $391,904 as of 6/30/25. They have received 17 applications for financial assistance for the Fall, 2025
semester. They have placed 20 new volunteers this year, 13 teens and7 adults. It was mentioned that a total of 6
children out of 10 of the Hilton family have been placed as volunteers. There are 7 volunteers in the infant “Cuddler
Program.”

‘The Walkathon is scheduled for Saturday, September 13, 2025. Riley’s Men’s Health Fund has paid
$107,352 in medical expenses so far this year. The Cathy Lincoln Memorial Cancer Center has paid $30,909 in
medical expenses.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 PM.

San Juan Regional Medical Center Corporation Meeting April 30, 2025
by Karen Morrison

The Corporation meeting began with an educational piece from the head of Pediatrics, Melanie Stout. She
explained a new piece of equipment called AvaSure Telesitter, a Virtual Safety Attendant...kinda like a robot
camera, which provides continuous monitoring of up to 12 patients. Every 15 minutes the camera documents the
patient’s well-being, particularly those who are deemed at risk of falling, those with certain medical conditions,
patient behaviors and those with behavioral disorders. There is no recording option either audio or video assuring
patient privacy. The system is monitored by a real live person watching from another area.

The Board recognized Shafia Reeves, outgoing Board President for her time serving the hospital community.
Also recognized Rick Quevado who is leaving the Board after serving 4 years. CEO Jason Rounds thanked recently
retired COO Ruth Brooks for her 20+ years as a Hospital Administrator and said she has agreed to continue
“working” as a consultant, helping the hospital transition through regulatory changes. The IT Department is
“buckling down” on Cybersecurity keeping or medical records and patient and hospital information safe.

The Robotic Surgery Program celebrated its 1,000 surgery using the DaVinci system. Using this surgical
technique means a shorter hospital stay, less post-operative pain, lower rate of complications and faster recoveries.

The Childbirth Center earned high marks from the CDC in 2024 scoring 98/100 in Maternity Practices in
Infant Nutrition and Care. That is 16% above the National Average and 18% above the Southwest Region Average.
SJRMC also received the prestigious Baby Friendly Designation awarded for the highest standards of care for
breastfeeding mothers and their babies. The Family Friendly Business Award Platinum Level was awarded for the
second year in a row recognizing family friendly practices that help caregivers succeed both at work and at home.

If you attended the April concert of the San Juan Symphony you would have seen Mr. Juan Heart take the
stage to remind people that music has the power to heal the heart. SIRMC is a proud supported of the Symphony.

Our 143 auxilians served 13,475 hours and recently, Karen Morrison was honored for serving 5000 hours as
a volunteer. There are 49 Teen Volunteers with 21 seniors graduating this Spring. At a recent Awards Event 16 teens
representing Aztec, Farmington, Piedra Vista, Kirtland, Santa Fe Indian School, and San Juan College High School
shared a total of $36,000 in Scholarships. The Medical Foundation Riley Men’s Health Fund paid $37,243 to 146
applicants and the Cathy Lincoln Memorial Cancer Fund paid $16,079 in cancer-related medical expenses to 76
applicants.
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Date Day Time Event Location Cost
Through Onaoin Wed-Sat Visions of Shiprock - forty pieces of artwork Navajo Art Free
Dec. 31 909 | 10:00-4:00 featuring Shiprock Peak Museum
Through Onaoin Wed-Sat Diné weavings of a variety of styles from the Navajo Art Free
Dec. 31 999 | 10:00-4:00 | Bob and Mary Culpepper Collection. Museum

_ Estate Planning 101: Understanding the Farmington
Sept. 9 Tuesday 6:00pm Power of a Trust - covers estate planning Library Free
Sept. 9 Tuesday 4:?TO pm— | Tuesday Grower’'s Market - fresh foods from | Farmington Free Entry
6:00pm local farmers and growers Museum
Sept. 11 Thursday 3:90pm - | Downtown Maker’s Market - locally made Orchard Park Free Entry
7:00pm and grown treasures
. , Music at the Aztec Museum — The Village Pioneer
Sept. 12 Friday 7:00pm Band playing Ragtime Village Free
Sept. 12 Friday 10am - 9pm | Four Corners Film Festival - showcasing
Sept. 13 | Saturday | 1pm-9pm | independent filmmaking - Totah Theatre TBD
Sept. 12 Friday 6:30-8:30pm | Four Corners Old Car Club Collector Car E Main Sonic
Sept. 13 | Saturday | 8am-12pm | Weekend - Antique cars, trucks, hot rods, SJ Plaza Free Entry
Sept. 14 Sunday 9am-3pm low riders and other four-wheel wonders Brookside
Indigenous Cultural Arts Festival — demos, ,
Sept. 13 | Saturday | 10am-5pm dancing, booths - West Great House open Aztec Ruins Free Entry
. ) , Boys & Girls Club BBQ - online or at the Farmington
Sept. 19 Friday 4:00-7:00pm door — Dine in or take out — drive through B & G Club $10
Free Smithsonian Day at Aztec Museum Aztec Museum
Sept. 20 | Saturday | 10am-2pm | Pop-up Quilt Show, Kutz-Brewer Photo & Pioneer Free
Program 1906 church 11am, Printing demo Village
) Bloomfield Fall Fest - Vereda De Rio San .
Sept. 20 | Saturday | 10amé4:30pm Juan — Vendors, games, Julie & The Boys (Riverwalk) Free Entry
Sept19/20 Fri/Sat 7:30pm Theater Ensemble Arts presents Over the ,
Sept26/27 Fri/Sat 7:30pm River and Through the Woods - comic Cgﬁgﬁrggtjéh sﬁguéttfm 9
Sept 28 Sun 2:30pm schemes, guilt trips, and unexpected ending
Sept. 23 Tuesday 6:00pm Medicare 1Q1 explains ba§|c programs Farmmgton Free
Non-promotional - Not an insurance ad Library
Sept 30 | Tuesda 10:00am — | Community Resource Fair organizations Farmington Free
pL. y 2:00pm With tips about financial status & resources Library
9:00am - | The Red Hot Chilli PIPERS-(NOT Peppers) Farmington )

Oct. 1| Wednesday 3:00pm Bagpipes with attitude Civic Center $16-$28

Oct. 4 Saturday 9am/6pm | Aztec Highland Games and Celtic Music Riverside Park | Both - $20

Oct. 5 Sunday 8am/5pm | Festival — The Games, Dances, Vendors Aztec Sun - $15

San Juan Symphony presents Tromba SJC
Oct. 5 Sunday 3:00pm Mundi - America’s premiere professional Henderson $10-$35
trumpet ensemble joins with the symphony Fine Arts
4:000m — Farmington Night Out - family activities, Main Street
Oct. 7 Tuesday iy p community, food, and connect with local law Orchard to Free Entry
7:00pm
enforcement. Locke
Oct. 10 - Friday 10am-6pm | San Juan Quilters Guild "Quilting Through
Oct. 11 Saturday 10am-4pm | the Seasons" Quilt Show - vendors, demos McGee Park Free Entry
Aztec Chamber Fall Festival & Car Show -a | Minium Park
Oct. 11 Saturday 10am-Spm day of family fun! Vendors, music, activities Aztec Free Entry

For more summer activities and events go to https://farmingtonnm.org/events
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